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The Ethical Leader 

  Why Do I Need to Understand Ethical Leadership? 

 Based on a study by Kang Lee, PhD at University of Toronto & Victoria Talwar, 

PhD at McGill University in Montreal of 172 children between the ages of 6-11: 

 

Ä 50% of the children cheated on 

 a task to get a reward for 

 giving the correct answer 

Ä Among the 50%,  

 93% lied about cheating 

ÄOlder children were more  

 sophisticated in their lies 
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The Ethical Leader 

  Lying is Categorized in Four Basic Groups? 

 

* ñChildren and Lyingò, Susan McGinley, University of Arizona College of Agriculture and Life Sciences 
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The Ethical Leader 

   òButé Thatõs What Little Children Do, 

Right?ó 

  

 In a study conducted by Dr. Nancy Darling at 

Penn State University: 

 

Ä 98% of teens reported lying to their parents 

ÄOut of 36 topics, the average teen lied to his 

parents about 12  
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The Ethical Leader 

  òWell, We All Know That Teenagers Lie!  So What?ó 

  

 Children often learn lying  

 from their parents: 

 

òWhen adults are asked to  

keep diaries of their own  

lies, they admit to about  

one lie per every five  

social interactions, which  

works out to one per day,  

on average.ó 
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* ñLearning to Lieò, Po Bronson, New York Magazine, 02/10/08 
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  And The Trend Continuesé 

  

òOnly 25% of employees trusted their chief executives to tell the truth and just 2% 

felt business chiefs set a good moral example.ó 
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* Unethical Statistics Announced At Business Leaders Event, Strategic Management Partners, http://www.consult-smp.com 



The Ethical Leader 

  People are People!  How Does All of This Affect Me in The Project Management 

Profession? 

  

 òFraud and falsification are highly destructive to market capitalism  

 and, more broadly, to the  

 underpinnings of our societyé   

 Our market system depends  

 critically on trust.  Trust in the  

 word of our colleagues and 

 trust in the word of those  

 with whom we do business.ó 

   Alan Greenspan 
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